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My Pandemic Timeline: 2020-2021
Morgan Schoenecker

March:
March 2020: One of the first things I remember about Covid is the myth that if you could hold
your breath for 10 seconds you didn’t have it and if you constantly drank water the virus would
go past your lungs into your stomach… Crazy!!
March 12th: One of my last in person classes of the school year, I had heard of Covid and that
other schools were going to possibly shut down. ALso the last time I didn’t have to wear a mask
in a dance class.

March 15th: The night before I left to go home to Minneapolis Columbia’s production of
Urinetown had a one night only performance and there were probably 500 people in the theater.
(Not the best idea but it was one of the greatest theater experiences ever because everyone was
so supportive!)
March 17th: Celebrated St. Patricks Day with my family at home on one of the first nights I got
home. I was sad I couldn’t celebrate it in Chicago because it is such a big deal but was happy to
be with my family.

March 19th: Took my first online tap class with my sister! Don’t think I could have guessed how
many more of these I would be doing in the next year.
April:
April 1st: My family went up to my cabin in Wisconsin and stayed up there for 3 weeks (longest
we ever stayed up!) We grabbed all the food from our house and lived off of one grocery run for
that whole time! We went on walks almost every day which is one of my best memories of
quarantine.

April 1st: I started to learn guitar! It’s something I had been wanting to do for a long time but
finally got a chance to start up.
April 17th: After we were told that we were supposed to wear masks, a family friend made my
family our first ones!

April 26th: Finished my first paint by number, which I did almost everyday of quarantine. Will
always remind me of the time, and I have it hanging up in my room still!

May:
May (5?): Got cast in Cabaret at Columbia as Fraulein Kost! I found out during one of my zoom
classes. Crazy to think about now because we have yet to do this production and will end up
doing it in spring of 2022
May 17th: Drove back to Chicago and spent my last night in my apartment and then moved
everything out.

May 25th: George Floyd was murdered. He was murdered about a mile away from where I live.
May 27th: Protests started and continued and every social media was plastered with ways to help
and places to donate.
May 30th: Protests started getting very scary. This is when police stations were being burnt down
and my dads office got broken into. It was suspected that the majority of this was not from BLM
protesters but from anarchists looking for destruction. Protests started in other countries.
May 30th: My neighborhood was being told to have water on hand in case your house gets set on
fire and a neighborhood watch was set up at night.
May 30th: Minneapolis came together and continually shared resources for people and were to
donate supplies and anything needed.
June:
June 2nd: My cousins came up to my cabin and were some of the first people I had seen since
quarantine.
June 9th: Visited George Floyd square for the first time.

June 11th: My 20th birthday!
July:
July 4th: Had July 4th weekend at my cabin, a couple family friends came up.

July 6th: Started choreographing a virtual cabaret, my first professional job choreographing!
July 20th: My friends and I did one of our first outside movie nights with masks on!

August:
August 1st: Moved into my new apartment in Lincoln Park!
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August 5th: Went home for a bit and took my first trip outside of my hometown to Bayfield,
Minnesota. Just went up there for a day trip to walk around.
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August 10th: Cut almost a foot off my hair! Big change for the new school year.
August 20th: Went to the drive thru version of the Minnesota state fair! We go to the state fair
every year. It was so nice to be able to do something for it and still get to eat some food in all its
greasy goodness!

September:
September 2nd: Picked up my tap board that Columbia made so I could tap at home. Beginning
of a long journey trying to figure out how to be able to take class without making my neighbors
hate us.
September 8th: First day of online junior year! Zoom University had officially commenced.

September (mid): Started going on a lot of walks around my neighborhood. Walks have become
such a calming part of my life!
October:
October 11: Started online rehearsals for Cabaret. After the first week we were told that we
weren’t going to be doing Cabaret for a year and were going to be doing a devised show.

October 22: My mom came to visit me in Chicago!

October 31st: Spent Halloween with 5 of my friends! We obviously couldn’t go out and have a
big party, but I was so glad to get to spend it with more than just my roommates!
November:
November 7th: After a very stressful week of being glued to the TV, Joe Biden won the election!
My roommate and I went downtown to celebrate!

November 21st: Filmed the Man With the Bag music video with my tap class all over
downtown! Definitely one of the best class projects I’ve ever done.

December:
December 6th: Finished the semester at home in Minneapolis and stayed there over Christmas
break!
December 17th: Went to a drive thru version of a Christmas show at a zoo! There were lights and
blown up animals everywhere and you just drove along the roads and looked!

December 25th: Did Christmas dinner at my house, we usually do a bigger dinner with all of the
extended family!
January:
January 1st: Celebrated New Years with my family at my cabin! I have always celebrated with
my family so I was happy to do it again.
January 3rd and 7th: Both my dad and my sister had their birthdays! Got to celebrate as a family.
I was thankful we could all be together.

January 6th: Insurrection at the capital. Many states object to fairly won electoral votes and
Biden is sworn in. Big day and lots to celebrate at the end of it all.
January 25th: My 16 year old dog Pheebee passed away. I watched them put her down over
facetime. I’m really glad I got to spend so much time with her over quarantine before she passed
away.

February:
February 15th: Continued to sometimes be able to come to class in person. I pretty much only
came in person for dance classes. Those were always the most fun days.
February 25th: Got to dogsit for my voice teachers god for a week! It was so nice to have a dog
around the house!

March:
March 13th: My mom came into town to visit me! Got to do a mini celebration for St. Patrick’s
Day and got to see the green river! I didn’t get to celebrate St. Patrick’s day in Chicago in 2020
so it was great to be here in 2021!

March 29th: Got my first COVID vaccine!! Woot woot go Pfizer! After months of waiting I was
so thankful to get the opportunity.

April:
April 2nd: Got contact traced from one of my in person classes. I was not a close contact so I
didn’t have to quarantine. The first and only time I was contact traced.
April 2nd: I had my first in person rehearsal for what was now Tales of Berlin! First time being
with that big of a group.
April 10th: Had in-person performances for Tales of Berlin! We performed moments in boxes
behind plastic with masks on. It was a walk through experience kind of like a haunted house. It
was a crazy experience and something I have never done before.

April 26th: One month after my first one, I got my second vaccine, could not have been more
excited!

May:
May 2nd: For Makers week, my friends and I went up to my cabin for a week's vacation and had
the absolute best time. We road tripped 6 hours there and 6 hours back.
May 13th: Finished up my classes for the semester and I was officially a senior in college! It was
sad saying goodbye to my classes but all I could hope was for it to be some of the last zoom
classes I would have to say goodbye to!

May 22nd: My sister went to her senior prom and I got to go to pictures to see her and all of her
friends in their dresses! She didn’t get to have a junior prom so this one was really special.

May 23rd: Went up to a friend's cabin for a night and got to see friends that I hadn’t seen in a
long time.
May 25th: My sister finished school and we had a mini party for her when she got home!
May 25th: One year anniversary of George Floyd’s murder.
May 28th: I got my first job since the pandemic started!
June:
June 5th: Went home to visit my family and see my sister for her final dance recital and go to her
graduation!
June 6th: My sister's graduation party! It was so hot outside but it was fun to see people that I
hadn’t seen in months!

June 11th: My 21st birthday! I was back in Chicago and got to celebrate with some friends and
go out to dinner.
June 23rd (mid June): I started getting a regular schedule at work and started working
consistently!
June 27th: My roommate had a bunch of our hometown friends up for her birthday. They all
stayed at our apartment and we had a blast!
July:
July 3rd: Drove up to my cabin to see my cousins who spent a week with us both at my cabin
and my house in Minneapolis!
July 4th: Got there just in time for most of the 4th of July activities that we do, fireworks, boat
parade and family time!
July 7th: Took a day trip to Superior, Wisconsin to hike a waterfall with my cousins. It is the
tallest waterfall in Wisconsin!

July 18th: Took a solo day trip to Ottawa, Illinois! Walked around the town, did a little shopping
and enjoyed the views. It ended up pouring rain when I was by the river, which actually made the
day 10x more fun.

July 29th-August 1st: Went to Lollapalooza! Everyone had to bring vaccine cards of proof of a
negative test and after me and my friends that went all tested negative!
August:
August 3rd: Went to my final tap class in Lincolnshire with my friends and my favorite tap
teacher before school starts!
August 5th: Went to ‘The Green Mill’ and started learning how to swing dance with my friend.
It’s the oldest jazz club in the world and one of Al Calpone’s favorite spots! Will definitely be
back to try swing dancing again.

